....... we're all about kids

Welcome to our new staff:

Mr. Clark Ball — Elementary Phys Ed/Science

Mr. Joe Chapman — Vice Principal

Mrs. Deb Clark — Grade 9

Ms. Ashley Hrywkiw — Jr. Challenge

Ms. Saranya Moodliar — SNAAP

Ms. Nav Singh — ASEP

Mr. Kyle Swenson — Music/Science

Mrs. Charlene Uchacz — Administrative
Assistant

REPORT CARDS....

will be going home with students on
Friday, November 20, 2009. Parent
Teacher Interviews will be held on
November 2% from 5:00 — 8:00 pm and
November 28 from 3:30-6:30 pm.
There will be no school for students on
Friday, November 27— this is the “day
in lieu” for Parent Teacher Interviews.
The second Report Card will go home
with students on Friday, March 5, 2010
with Parent Teacher Interviews being
held the following week — March #%&
24" The “day in lieu” for Parent Teacl
Interviews is Friday, March 26 The
final Report Card will be issued on
Wednesday, June 30, 2009.

Gibbo

Gibbons School

Mr. Brian Farrell, Principal s
Mr. Joe Chapman, Vice Principﬁb
Telephone: (780) 923-2240 y, sl A\ .

Fax: (780) 923-3093 m

Provincial Achievement Exam results
from the last school year have been received
from Alberta Learning. Parent Copies will

be available from Grade 7 homeroom

teachers at Parent Teacher Interviews. If you|

would like your copy before then, please ask
at the office.

Remembrance Day Ceremony

Will be held on Tuesday, November™.@009
at 2:00 P.M. in the large gym. Parents and
community members are invited to share with
us as we stop our regular school activities to
remember those who fought and gave their
lives on our behalf during the wars throughout
the past century, and those who continue to
serve and protect our country now. Poppies
will be given out to students the morning of
November 18 and a silver collection will be
taken. We ask that you send one or more coi
with your child on this day in order to help us
continue to support the work of the Royal
Canadian Legion.

sehool

Lelebrates Success




GIBBONS SCHOOL COUNCIL
The School Council representatives for 2009-2010 are as follows:

Brian Farrell, Principal — 923-2240 Grade 5 Rep: Rebecca McBain — 923-2555
Robert Milligan, Trustee — 942-2980 Grade 6 Rep: Sandy Rubis — 992-7274
Chairperson: Helen Lawrence — 942-3650 Grade 7 Reps: Susanne Hedstrom — 923-2269
Vice-Chair: Michele Daigle — 923-3145 Sandy Land — 998-0009
Secretary - Tammy Ouellet — 665-3515 Joanna Antoniuk — 923-2353
Staff Rep:  Lori Bonaca — 923-2240 Grade 8 Reps: Lori Gale — 942-3729

Sherida Allison — 923-3559
Grade 9 Reps: Robin Kathan — 942-4749
{ Marg Schiewe — 998-9574
Community Reps: Kevin Ranta — 992-7930
Shelley Nisbet — 923-2662
GRAMPS Rep: Cathy Kampjes — 998-9911

The Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) Representatives are as follows:
Chairperson: Cheryl Larson-Haynes - 973-5620  Secretary: ~ Tammy Ranta — 992-7930
Vice-Chair:  Shauna Benn — 923-2597 Treasurer:  Nikki Smyth — 923-3176

The next School Council Meeting will be held on Monday, November 23 ™ at 7:00 pm in the Staff Room.

GRAMPS
(GIBBONS REGISTERED ASSOCIATION of MUSIC PARENTS)
Chairperson: Sherida Allison Treasurer: Melissa Brown
Vice Chair: Cathy Kampjes Secretary: Tammy Ouellet

The next GRAMPS meeting is scheduled for Mondaywéyaber 23' @ 6:00 p.m. in the staff room.
ALL PARENTS OF BAND STUDENTS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND!
The Mundare Fundraiser will be running from October 28" to November 18'. We will be selling
sausage, pepperoni and beef jerky. Please see &ayd member to order.
Mark your calendars for Thursday, December 17th
to attend our Christmas Concert
Concert times are 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm

“FREE — TIME”
EXPECTATIONS/PRIVILEGES & RESPONSIBILITIES
A.M. - Continue to enter school

- Classrooms locked unless teacher

- Jr. High not in Elementary area

- Closed Campus in A.M.

- Elementary are allowed to play outside
- Do not loiter in boot rooms.

1* Recess - Students allowed mobility inside

- Use of cell phone & | Pods is allowed
Responsibility: Put them away properly for class
Lunch: Eating - Eat in homeroom with teacher supervision

Break- Can go in or out
- Use of cell phone/l Pods is allowed
Responsibility:1) Don't loiter in boot rooms or front of school
2) Put Cells/l Pods away and prepare for class
Dismissal: Once dismissed from classroom, students are alldavaekar hat, use cell phones, I/Pods.

Early/late buses: - Jr. High Students can walk through elementaggp a




COMMUNITY EVENTS

Coronado United Church SUBWAY Nig ht
Christmas Is Coming Bazaar Wednesday, November 1
Saturday, November 7, 2009 4:00 — 8:00 p.m.

_ 1:00-3:00pm P Purchase a sub and 20% of all proceeds go tp
Chrlstma§ Cakes, */6’{0 Gibbons School Parent Association.
Crafts, Gifts, and Bake Thank you from the students and staff at Gibbans
Sale, Enjoy Coffee, School!
Pie and Ice Cream! y, .

(at minimal cost) -
Contact: Sandra at 780-998-3108 or
Karen at 780-942-2099.

Coronado United Church is located 4 miles CNN Minor Hockey Comedy Night
North of Gibbons on Highway 28 and 1/2 November 7™, 2009
mile East on Twp 570. @ Landing Trail School
Dinner @ 6:00
GIBBONS TEEN CENTER Show featuring 3 comedians @ 8:00

The Teen Center is open on Dance to follow

Tickets $25
Tuesday, Wednesdays and Thursdays :
Y 700 - 0:00 om Hrstay Call Carrie at 780-998-9530

for 12-17 year olds

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Gibbons School is once again participatin@peration Christmas Child This program provides a gift
filled shoebox to children who have suffered beeanfsvar, natural disaster, poverty, illness orleey

We would very much appreciate your support of wsthwhile project as we feel it gives students an
opportunity to reach out in a personal way andatoething which can change another person’s life. |
provides the power of hope and is a great waydohéessons of sharing and empathy.

Please see the suggested gifts list. ltems mustdaght into the school Byovember 9",

Gift Ideas: IMPORTANT:

SCHOOL SUPPLIES If you are sending a note or photo to a child, place it
pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or inside the box, not inside the donation envelope.
pencil crayons, note pads or paper, coloring DO NOT INCLUDE:
and picture books *TOOTHPASE (due to customs regulations)

TOYS & OTHER GIFTS *LIQUIDS OR ITEMS THAT LEAK, MELT, FREEZE or
Items such as : stuffed animals, small musical BREAK (these can spoil boxes)
instruments, hair clips, toy jewelry, t-shirts, shampoo, creams, lip balm, bath gels, mirrors or glass
socks and candy (loose individually wrapped etc.
hard candy in a sealable bag) *FOOD and any chewy, crumbly, or soft candy  (due to

HYGIENE ITEMS shipping regulations) including gum.
toothbrush, mild bar soap (in plastic bag), USED ITEMS (due to customs regulations)
comb, washcloth, etc. ITEMS THAT CAN SCARE OR HARM A CHILD

knives, war-related toys, toy guns, etc.




INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW:

$$% #&

Our ceremony this year will honor those who have served for our country both past and present with
a candle lighting ceremony. A letter will go home asking for the name and rank of student’s
relatives, and where and when they served. These names will be read out during our assembly on
November 10" and a candle will be lit to honor each individual by the student(s) they are related to.
A letter providing more detail will be sent home next week.

I"#
Congratulations to the students who were the top sales people in the school fundraiser!

1% place in Elementary was Curtis Vos and he won a box full of prizes including a
stuffed bear, an MP4 and many other goodies.

2" place in Elementary was Lukas Srochenski who won a large stuffed bear.

1% Place in Jr. High was Chelsea Farnsworth and she won a box full of prizes including a
stuffed bear, an MP4 and many other goodies.

2" place in Jr. High was Justine Foley who won a large stuffed bear.

Congratulations to all who participated
Our school raised $28,302.50 of which we get 40-50% profit!

. The 2009/2010 Curriculum Handbooks,
Summaries and Curriculum Express are available on the Education website at
www.education.alberta.ca/parents/resources/handbook.aspx . They may be downloaded for viewing
and printing as required. The handbooks are also available for purchase from the Learning
Resources Centre at 780-427-2767 (toll-free by first dialing 310-0000). An order form is also
available on the website.

. Teachers are in the process of creating your
child's IPP and will be reviewing them with you at Parent Teacher Interviews in November. If you
have any questions or concerns, please contact your child's homeroom teacher or Shelley
Greenwood at 780-923-2240. Thank you!

The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to our school and we’re

looking forward to seeing you there. The Book Fair will be running from November 23" — 27",
including evenings of Parent-Teacher Interviews. Students will be allowed to purchase books during
their library visit and at lunch. We encourage you to look over the Wish List form with your child.
The form will be sent out a few days before the Book Fair. Thank you for encouraging your child to
read. By purchasing books and supporting our Book Fair, you enable our school library to obtain
new resources. See you there! Volunteers are welcome, please contact Doreen Provencal at the
school.




INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW:

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS FORM A GRIZZLY GOVERNMENT!

Talk about democracy in action....... one day in September our principal Mr. Farrell was chatting
with some grade 5 girls about ideas for our school. One of the girls said, “We should form our own
government” and Ms. Lowe put the political wheels in motion.

The idea was pitched to students and the race was on! We had an incredible ‘campaign week’
which culminated in a very successful vote on Friday — almost 100% voter turn out! Students had
to get their officially made ballot from a returning officer, go behind an Elections Canada screen to
vote, and then get their ballot initialed before putting it in the ballot box. It was a fun learning
experience for all and NOW the work begins!

The Grizzly Government — official name to be determined — is:

5A — James Winther 6L — Dani Welsh
5Au — Jaden McCormack 6S — Brittany Brezinski
5/6/7M — Randy Lindberg 5/6Z — Brittany Lapointe

The class representatives will meet with staff and administration regularly to have their voice heard
and make Gibbons School the best place it can be!

Go Grizzly Governmen t Go!! -

" Once again the Elementary Challenge Class

(E.C.) and Sturgeon Neuro-Academic Program (S.N.A.P.) at Gibbons School will be sponsoring a
Silent Auction during Parent Teacher Interviews on November 23" and 24™. The auction runs
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, and from 3:30 to 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday. Proceeds will be
going to pay for the Life Skills segment of these programs, as well as new learning tools for
students. The children in these classes are involved in activities such as swimming lessons, work
site visits, and community awareness. Some engaging hands on learning experiences the money
has enabled us to learn about are: farming, Early Canada and Explorers, Plant Growth,
Archaeology, Transportation, Animals, City Hall, Fire Safety, and building strong peer
relationships.

The E.C. and S.N.A.P classes would appreciate any donation towards the Silent Auction.
Contributors will be acknowledged with a sign or label beside their donation, mentioned in our
monthly newsletter, and in the local paper. We are able to use any items donated — from gift
certificates to actual items, or cash donations for our classroom program. This has been a huge
success over the last few years thanks to your participation. The auction has enabled students to
participate in an excellent program and we hope it continues to be successful for years to come.

Please call Gibbons School at 923-2240 with any questions or for a donation pick-up. Thank you!




WOW! —DID YOU KNOW ......

Ms. Lowe and Mr. Swenson would like to congratuliiee CAPHER (@nadian Asociation of
Health and Rysical Elucation and Bcreation) Team on their very successful performamc
Saturday, October ¥8at Hawrelak Park. Every member ran well and Hestits, Justin Erickson,
Jamie Nicholson, Zane MacDonald and Cameron Wigere identified and scouted by the
Edmonton Thunder Track & Field Club. Mr. Swenseerewon a medal in the teachers’
competition. It was a great Capher season! Seegat year!

Julie Allison Harleigh LaFlamme
Brittany Brezinski Colton Lawrence
Caitlyn Daigle Zane MacDonald
Aaron Ellery Evelyn McAllister
Alex Ellery Hanna McBain
Kennedy Enders Jamie Nicholson
Justin Erickson Miranda Rubin
Sarah Ford Billie Smith
Rebecca Gibbons Deanna Thimer
Connor Haig Dani Welsh
Ryan Hood Cam Wilson
Malorie Jeffrey

WELL DONE

EVERYONE!

COVERALLS NEEDED: Do you have old
coveralls you are needing to get rid of? The
IA Lab would love to take them off your hands!

The Aquarium Club of Edmonton has generously
donated an aquarium starter kit to our Grade 5

classroom! We are very excited to begin

researching the plants and fish that we will be

INCLEMENT WEATHER adding to our aquarium. The Aquarium Club hals
also given us a $100.00 gift certificate to PJ'ssPe
Please go to the Sturgeon School Division to purchase the fish and other items to keep ouf
website at aquarium life thriving. Thanks to the wonderful
http://ask.sturgeon.ab.ca/admin/TR_02.pdf folks from the Club!
and check out the policy for inclement
weather.

The homework website is up and running.

Just go to www.gibbonsschool.ca and click on
“Assignments” and then choose the

appropriate class. This site will be updated
daily to keep you informed of your child’s
homework.

If you have some information about your child thatyou would like to be printed in our
newsletter, please call the school office at 92342
We are proud to celebrate the successes of our strds!




INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW.....

) % ¥

+ -
As October comes to a close the first deadline@torAccelerated Reading Program approaches. We are
hoping that your son/daughter would have explathectriteria to you by now. If so — great! If rméase
allow us a brief explanationAccelerated Reading, or ARas we refer to it is an amazing, brain research
based program that allows students to effectivelyetbp and refine reading comprehension skillsseRech
shows that students from grade 3shyuld be reading independently for 60 minutes eaattay at their
ZPD levelin order to consistently build comprehension skifl$D stands for Zone of Proximal
Development or basically, the range they should be readintiwito build on skills they already have and
quickly develop new ones. The program purposekgigps students slightly below their highest apilit
level to increase confidence, refine skills, anstéo an enjoyment of reading that is crucial tacess of the
skill itself! Each AR book that a student reads ha accompanying computerized test that will deites if
the student actually understood what they readdedits must score 80% on the test to pass it. When
students have passed two tests in their current|&?® they are ‘bumped up’ slightly and the cysiarts
all over again.

At the recent School Council meeting, a numberregquestions were asked. I'm sure many of yoe ha
the same ones.

Q. — How many books a month should they read?

A. — Two books a month at the school. A book dd pages or more counts as 2.

Q. — Can students re-write the test if they get than 80%?

A. — You need 80% to pass and you can re-writedbiea second time for the same book.

Q. —When can you go up a reading (ZPD) level?

A. — When you have passed 2 tests/books.

Q. — Are all L.A. classes from grades 5 to 9 dohirf?

A. —Yes they are.

Q. — How do students know which books they can?ead

A. — They are by levels and a * on each bookspifteere is a list at the public library.

Q. — How does the ZPD level number compare to tadegylevel?

A. — The ZPD level number is typically lower. Aagie 7 student with a ZPD level range of 4.5 — 6.(

would be average.
Q. — How do I find out about my child’s ZPD levptpgress and test scores?
A. - Check with the Language Arts Teacher.

# 1/ Take Your Kid to Work Day is Wednesday November 4. More

information will be going home with students regagdexpectations, guides, and assignments. Phease
watching for these.

On December 2° Grade 9 Students will be attendingy Christmas Carol” at the Citadel as part of the
Grade 9 Language Arts Program. The cost for etactest is $15.00 and permissions need to be retume
the school no later than Wednesday Novemb8r 25

OnDecember 17 and February 18", grade 9 students will be attending Bné.R.T.Y. Program. More
information on the program and the outline for dag will be sent home in November.

Grade 9 Farewell
There will be a parent meeting for Grade 9 Farearlthe evening of Parent Teacher Interviews on
November 2% at 7:30 PM.




S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Day1- T,Th Grizzly Gear Orders DUE Take Our Kids to Volleyball @ 2:00 PM
Day 2 - M\W,F @ 9:00 AM Work Day (Gr. 9)

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
Day 1 - MW,F  Volleyball Gibbons Remembranccle Day Remembrance Day No DARE @ 9:32 AM Sturgeon Volleyball
Day2-T,Th  Redwater @ 2:00 M Ceremony @ 2:00 PM Classes All Day Finals @ 8:00 AM

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
Day 1-T,Th Volleyball Allstar Game  Staff Meeting @ 12:15 PM Report Cards @ 3:00 PM
Day 2 - M,\W,F 7:00 PM

24
22 23 25 26 27 28
Grade 9 Farewell
Day 1-MW,F GRAMPS Meeting @ Parent Meetmg@ 7:30 pm Awards @ 9:00 AM DARE — Grade 6 NO CLASSES All Day
Day 2 -T,Th 6:00 PM ' ; 9:32 AM
y School Council  Parent Teacher Interviews Parent g?ggr;merwews @
Meeting @ 7:00 PM @ 5:00 PM '

29 30

Day 1-T,Th

Day 2 - M\W,F




GIBBONS SCHOOL

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5
Day 1-T,Th
Grade 9's @ Citadel DARE - Blks 2 & 3
Day 2 - M\W,F

Elementary Ski Trip @ 12:00 PM

6
7 8 9 10 11 12
Day 1 - M,W,F
Day 2 —T,Th Staff Meetin 12:15 PM
y 9@ DARE Grad @ 1:15 PM
Subway Night @ 4:00 PM
17
13 14 15 16 18 19
Gr. 9's PARTY Program
Day 1-T,Th Christmas Concert Dismissal @ 11:45 AM Christmas Vacation
Day 2 — M\W,F
Newsletter Issued .
Begins
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Day 1 - M,W,F
Day 2 - T,Th
27
28 29 30 31
Day 1-T,Th

Day 2 - M\W,F




