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N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 1  

November 1 Volleyball, Sturgeon Heights @ Gibbons  

November 2 “Take Your Kid to Work Day”, Grade 9‟s 

November 3 Volleyball, Gibbons @ Lilian Schick 

November 8 Volleyball, Sturgeon Heights @ Gibbons 

November 9 Remembrance Day Ceremony @ 10:00 am 

 Early Dismissal @ 12:17 pm 

 Term 1 Ends 

November 10  Day in Lieu, No School 

November 11 Remembrance Day, No School 

November 14  Term 2 begins 

November 15 JDRF “Blue Day” 

 Volleyball, Gibbons @ Redwater 

November 16 Hot Lunch, Dominoes Pizza 

November 18  1st Report Cards issued 

 Pep Rally, Block 4 

November 19 Sturgeon Volleyball Finals 

November 22 All Star Game @ Sturgeon Composite High School 

November 23 Parent Teacher Interviews, 5:00 pm-8:00 pm 

November 24 Parent Teacher Interviews, 3:30 pm-6:30 pm 

November 25 Academic Awards @ 11:00 am 

November 28 GRAMPS meeting @ 6:00 pm 

 School Council meeting @ 7:00 pm 

November 29  Pizza Lunch for Academic Award Winners  

http://www.gibbonsschool.ca/
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----Information You Need to Know----  

Dress Code Policy 
Students at Gibbons School are expected to dress in accordance with the following general guidelines.  The major premise is 

that students are required to dress and conduct themselves in a manner that demonstrates respect and modesty and is 

appropriate for a school setting (ie. profanity, sexual messages, drugs, etc.).  Students may wear hats or hoods in the hallways 

only during breaks.  Indoor shoes are encouraged to keep the school clean. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Lunch Time  
A closed campus exists to assist the school in ensuring a safe and caring environment.  Students are not 

allowed off school premises unless a parent sends a note to have the student attend an appointment or be 

involved in a specific activity.  Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this policy, please 

contact Mrs. Patricia Coxen, Principal, or Mr. Joe Chapman, Vice Principal. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Severe Nut Allergies 
We have students who have severe allergic reactions to nuts.  If exposed to nuts, their reaction may place 

them in a life-threatening situation.  In providing as safe an environment as possible, we encourage our 

students to try and not bring nuts or nut oil based products to school.  We are asking that students assist 

us in reducing the risk by washing their hands thoroughly with soap and water frequently, but particularly 

after eating.  Your assistance in limiting these products being brought into the school is appreciated.  We would 

also ask parents/guardians to inform the school if their child(ren) have any life threatening allergies so that we 

may better protect your children‟s health.  Please contact the school office at (780) 923-2240. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PowerSchool Parent Portal 
The Parent Portal lets parents (and students) access their marks and attendance.  When teachers enter 

marks into their PowerSchool Gradebook, the marks automatically show up in the Parent Portal.  This 

provides an excellent way to follow a student‟s progress and gives parents an opportunity to address any 

concerns they have about their child‟s progress.  Any questions or concerns as to how to access Parent 

Portal, please contact Mrs. Uchacz at the school office (780) 923-2240 or drop by for a one-on-one session. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Homework and the School Website 
Student homework is posted on the school website, www.gibbonsschool.ca. Click on “Assignments” and then choose the 

appropriate class teacher.  The site is updated daily to keep you informed of your child‟s homework.  Also, on our school‟s 

website you will find information on school policies, current calendars, forms, have access to teacher email addresses, and 

find a link to the PowerSchool Parent Portal. 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

 

 

    

 

…Who wants to Learn more about the Internet ~by Pete and Daryl @ 2Learn.ca~ 

This will be an ongoing information box about the internet.  Pete and Daryl have some suggestions to help you monitor 

your children‟s internet activity and have important conversations about respect, rights, and responsibility.  Remember that 

you as parents, are the ultimate guardians of your child‟s internet activity.  For some ideas, you can browse an article called 

“Raising a Digital Child” at http://www.digitalcitizenship.net/uploads/09-0489_AWAY_26_DIGKIDS_.pdf. 

 

See you next month with more tips, tricks, and info. 

Pete and Daryl 

 

 

http://www.digitalcitizenship.net/uploads/09-0489_AWAY_26_DIGKIDS_.pdf
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----Information You Need to Know----  

Remembrance Day 
Our assembly on Wednesday, November 9th, will honour those who have served for our country both past and present with a 

candle lighting ceremony.  A letter will go home asking for the name and rank of relatives who have served, or are currently 

serving in our Armed Forces.  These names will be read out during the ceremony, and a candle will be lit to honour each 

individual by the student(s) they are related to.  A letter providing more detail will be sent home next week. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Welcome to our new staff 
Ms.  Christina Dafoe – Grade 5 Mr. Jason Stronciski - Music   

Mrs. Tammy Ouellet – Educational Assistant Mrs. Laura Kampff – Educational Assistant 

Ms.  Carol Adams -  Custodian Mr. Scott Wohlmouth – Custodian 

Welcome back, Mrs. Jill DeSmet 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Lamontagne Fundraiser 
Congratulations to the following students who were the top sales people in the school fundraiser!  

Top class was (winner of $100.00):  501, Miss Austin - $2 475.00  

Top sellers (winners of $50.00): Grade 5, Christian Pickering - $776.00 

  Grade 6, Celine Van der Schaaf - $297.00 

  Grade 7, Billie Smith - $553.00 

  Grade 8, Lucas Siracusa - $437.00 

  Grade 9, Chrystyna MacTavish - $236.00 

  

Thank you to all who participated!  Our school raised a total of $14 128.00, of which we receive 40%-50% profit! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Report Cards 
The first term report card will be issued on Friday, November 18, 2011.  Parent Teacher Interviews will 

be held on Wednesday, November 23rd from 5:00 pm-8:00 pm, and on Thursday, November 24th from 

3:30 pm-6:30 pm.  Parent Teacher Interviews are „arena style‟ with no scheduled times.  It is suggested 

that you go first to the teacher with no parents waiting or the smallest line up.  It is also suggested 

that students accompany their parents and bring their student agenda with them.  We ask that 

interviews be limited to not more than 10 minutes in length to allow for the teachers to see as many 

parents as possible.  If you would like to have a more extensive interview with teachers or administration, this 

can be arranged at a mutually convenient time. 

 

 

  

Scholastic Book Fair 
The Scholastic Book Fair  will be running from November 21st – 25th  all day, and also on the evenings of Parent Teacher 

Interviews.  We encourage you to look over the „wish list‟ form that will be coming home with report cards.  By purchasing 

books and supporting our Book Fair, you enable our library to obtain many new books and student resources.  50% of the 

profits go back into our library.  See you there! 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Technology Spotlight:  The Wiki and The Blog 

 
CONNECTING WITH 

PARENTS 
About Assessment and 

Technology 
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 1  

 

role of the learning coach within schools and examples of collaborative communication tools 
teachers are using in their classrooms.   

Coaching for Success in Sturgeon 

The technology spotlight this month brings focus to collaborative communication tools that 

are being utilized by some teachers in their classrooms.   

 

A wiki is a collaborative website, which can include text, images, and video, that allows the 

collaborative communication tool that evolves as titles, ideas, and comments, are  

edited (added, deleted, re-written).  

 

A blog is a collaborative website, which can include text, images, and video, that allows the 

teacher and students to create and publish content as learning occurs.  Participants are able to 

post observations, reflections, and/or understandings, as well as, add comments to thoughts 

that have helped to broaden the understanding of content.                                    

 

When students participate in posting to either a wiki and/or a blog, they are demonstrating 

critical and creative thinking by navigating through content to develop meaning and  

knowledge in real and relevant ways.    

 

In Sturgeon Schools we have teachers working as Learning Coaches to support teachers in 

implementing effective grading practices and bringing new technologies into the classrooms. 

Learning coaches are on-site professionals who support teachers with using effective  

instructional and assessment techniques for the benefit of improving student learning. Some 

of their roles include: holding brief meetings with teachers to share ideas and plan how 

to prepare materials and find resources, and modeling how the method could be taught. 

 

The work of the Learning Coaches is based on sound research. We are following the work of 

Jim Knight and his team out of the University of Kansas (www.instructionalcoach.org). The 

KU Center for Research studies problems in education and work to place solutions into the 

hands of educators. 

 

We are very excited about the work our Learning Coaches are doing in our schools. Through 

collaboration, research, hard work and a focus on student learning, great things are  

happening in Sturgeon School Division. 

Please contact Mark Lockwood or Amanda Dorosh at Central Office regarding any additional assessment and technology  

questions/comments. 



 

 

GIBBONS SCHOOL,…,WE‟RE ALL ABOUT KIDS! NOVEMBER 2011 

 

5 

--------Parent Council 2011-2012-------- 
Gibbons School Council and the Parent Advisory Committee (PAC), held their 

Annual General meeting on Monday, September 26th, 2011.  Elections were held and 
the School Council representatives for the 2011-2012 year are: 

Daryl Kreiger ......................................................... Trustee 

Patricia Coxen ....................................................... Principal 

Helen Lawrence ..................................................... Chairperson 

Rebecca McBain .................................................... Vice Chairperson 

Jen Kobza .............................................................. Secretary 

Suzanne Hedstrom ................................................. Grade 5 Representative 

Bianca Van der Schaaf ............................................ Grade 6 Representative 

Samantha Andrews ................................................ Grade 7 Representative 

Sandy Rubis ........................................................... Grade 8 Representative 

Joanna Antoniuk .................................................... Grade 9 Representative 

Jason Stronciski ..................................................... Staff Representative 

Tammy Ranta ........................................................ Community Representative 

Amber Harris ......................................................... Community Representative 

Sherida Allison....................................................... GRAMPS Representative 

Sandie Welsh ......................................................... Chairperson, PAC 

Kevin Ranta ........................................................... Vice Chairperson, PAC 

Position Vacant ...................................................... Secretary, PAC 

Nikki Smyth ........................................................... Treasurer, PAC 

*If you are interested in volunteering for one of these positions, please contact the 

school @ (780) 923-2240. 

 

 ---------G.R.A.M.P.S. 2011-2012--------- 
GIBBONS REGISTERED ASSOCIATION of MUSIC PARENTS  

Chairperson:  Sherida Allison 

Vice Chairperson: Sandie Welsh 

Treasurer:  Lisa Langille 

Secretary:  Angela Turgeon 

Fundraising Organizer:  Heather Anderson-Dunn 

*If you are interested in volunteering for one of these positions, please contact the school @ (780) 923-2240. 

The next GRAMPS meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 28th @ 6:00 pm, in the staffroom.  GRAMPS will be selling Mundare 
Sausage starting October 27th.  If you would like to support our bands, please place your order with any band student.  Thank you for 

your continued support!  ALL PARENTS OF BAND STUDENTS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND! 

 

*Mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 6th to attend our Christmas Concert* 
 

“Never doubt that a 
group of thoughtful 

minded people can 
change the world, 

indeed it is the only 

thing that ever has” 
 

~Margaret Meade~ 
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-----------------Sporting News---------------- 
 

C.A.P.H.E.R. 
On Saturday, October 215, 2011, some students of Gibbons School participated in the 49th Annual C.A.P.H.E.R. (Canadian 

Association of Health and Physical Education and Recreation) Cross Country Run at Hawrelak Park in Edmonton.  All 

placed well in their respected age categories.  Congratulations to the following students who represented our school at 

C.A.P.H.E.R.: 

 

 Julie Allison 

 Mackenzie Hamm 

 Deanna Hood 

 Ryan Hood 

 Zane MacDonald* (awarded silver medal for second place finish) 

 

Coaches:  Mr. Heale and Mrs. Soetaert 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cycling Option 

 

 
 

 

The Gibbons Sports Leadership/Cycling option travelled 

to Terwillegar Park in southwest Edmonton on Friday, 

October 14th. Terwillegar is a huge park in the river valley 

with a maze of diverse trails to choose from, ranging 

from easy gravel double-track to technical, rooty single-

track. Twenty-seven students as well as Mr. Shaw, Mr. 

Chapman and Mrs. Ouellet enjoyed a fun and scenic fall 

day of riding.   

 

~Mr. Chapman~ 
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----------------School Store---------------- 
 

The school store is now open!  

It is open from 1:00-1:15 and students may purchase a healthy snack, lunch 

or drink item delivered fresh every week from Morinville Sobeys. 

 
 

The prices are as follows: 

 

 

Mini meals .............................................................................. $3.00 

Pizza pretzel ........................................................................... $2.50 

Garlic cheese dippers ............................................................... $3.00 

Individual pizza ...................................................................... $3.00  
Mini salad ............................................................................... $3.00 

Mini fruit tray ......................................................................... $3.00 

Marble Cheese String .............................................................. $0.50 

Campbell‟s Soups (starting in November) ................................. $3.00 

Gatorade ................................................................................. $2.50 
 

 

(Please note that items in stock may sell out by mid-week.) 

Thank you for your support! 

 

-Gibbons School- 
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CNN Spurs Hockey 
 

~5th Annual Silent Auction Fundraiser~ 
 

Dinner, Dance, and a night of Comedy! 
 

Let’s not forget our Silent Auction! 
 

Tickets:  $25.00 each. 

 
 

Contact info:   
 

Sharmaine Edwards 
780-923-3032 

 

Coronado United Church 

~Christmas Bazaar and Tea~ 

Saturday, November 5, 2011f rom 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm. 

 

 

Get a head start on your Christmas shopping!  Items for sale will 

include crafts, baking and homemade Christmas cake.  Homemade 

pie will be served at the tea (at a minimal cost), and a White Elephant 

Sale will be held featuring quality items. 

For more information, call Karen Frey at 780-942-2099 or Sandra 

Shaw at 780-998-3108. 

Coronado United Church is located 4 miles North of Gibbons on 

Highway 28 and ½ mile East on Twp 570.  

 

-------------Community Events------------- 

-Community Closet- 

3ÏÌɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ"ÓÖÚÌÛɯÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕÚɯÈɯȿfree-ÚÏÖ×ɀɯÖÍɯÎÌÕÛÓàɯÜÚÌËȮɯ

donated items for distribution to those in need within our community.  

Donations of clothing, shoes, baby-ware and essential household items 

are collected and sorted by volunteers at our location within the 

Sunflower Resource Center.  Each year the Community Closet collects 

gentley used jackets, snow pants, scarves, mitts, toques and boots that 

are then distributed in partnership with the local Food Banks to ensure 

no one in our community goes without proper clothing during our 

cold winters.  During the Winterware Collection we specifically look 

for all sized winter clothing. Donations can be delivered to the 

Sunflower Community Resource Centre, Gibbons during regular 

office hours, Monday to Friday, 9 am-5 pm. 

 

 

 

Fort Saskatchewan Nordic Ski Club 

 
Online Registration:  Opens October 16, 2011 

 
 Child, Youth, and Adult programs 

 Ski equipment (boots & skis) available to lease, limited 
quantities. 

 For more info visit www.fortsasknordic.ca 
 

We donõt hibernateé..we participate! 

 
Catechism Classes 

 

Sacred Heart Parish is offering catechism classes for the Gibbons and Bon Accord 
area. 

 
Registration date:  Thursday, November 10, 2011 from 6:30 pm ð 7:30 pm. 

 

Classes will be offered for: 
Reconciliation, ages 7-9 

First Communion, ages 8-10 
Confirmation, grade 7-9 

 
Sacred Heart Parish is located in Gibbons behind Gibbons Guardian Drug Store. 

 

For more information, please contact  
Shawna Letwin at (780) 923-3346. 

 
 

 

http://www.fortsasknordic.ca/
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-------------Community Events------------- 

Before and After School Care @ The Landing Pad 
 

Are you looking for care for your 5  -12 year old child(ren)?   
Join us at the Landing Pad in Gibbons School.   

 

We are open Monday to Friday, 6:30 am - 6:30 pm.   

PD Days and Early Dismissal Days are included. 
 

For mor information, please contact Kelly Taylor at the Town of Gibbons, (780) 923-3331. 

 

“The Shack” 
~Gibbons Youth Centre~ 

 
Drop in and enjoy fun activities, music, 

games and events! 
 

5002 – 51 Avenue, Gibbons 
 

For youth ages 12 – 18 
 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays  

 

 

-Public Skating @ Gibbons Arena- 

 
Sundays 12:45 pm-2:15 pm 

Mondays 3:30 pm-4:45 pm 

Fridays 3:30 pm-4:45 pm 

**New This Year** 

Early Out Wednesdays 1:00 pm-2:30 pm 
 

All skaters under 18 MUST wear a CSA approved hockey/ski helmet.  

Over 18 years, helmets recommended. 

 
 

Join The REVOLUTION And Make ZUMBA Your 

New Year RESOLUTION! 
Join us at the Gibbons School Gym on December 3rd 

from 10:30-11:30am.   This FREE class is being 
offered to you by Town of Gibbons‟ instructor Irene.  

PLEASE bring a donation for the Bon 

Accord/Gibbons Christmas food drive!!  --- New toys 
and non-perishable food donations… In the spirit of 

Christmas!  Join the party simply by showing up with 
your donation.   Doors open at 10:15 am!!!!!  Ages 13 

and up welcome! 

 

 

 

 

 


