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We are hosting an important parent meeting to talk about our upcoming grade si

one-to-one laptop project that starts September 1, 2012. This meeting is really
important for current grade five parents, but is open to all parerg. Please come an
get information on an exciting learning opportunity for our students!



http://www.gibbonsschool.ca/
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---4{nformation You Need to Know ----

Lunch Time

A closed campus exists to assist the school in ensuring a safe and caring environmettdedts are not F

allowed off school premises unless a parent sends a note to have the student attend an appointment

involved in a specific activity. Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this policy, pleas \_/4
contact Mrs. Patricia Coxen,Principal, or Mr. Joe Chapman, Vice Principal. V

Dress Code Policy

Students at Gibbons School arexpected to dress in accordance with the following general guidelines. The major premise is
that students are required to dress and conduct themselves in a manner that demonstrates respect and modesty and is
appropriate for a school setting (ie. no profaty, no sexual messages, no drugs, etc.). Students may wear hats or hoods in th
hallways only during breaks. Indoor shoes are encouraged to keep the school clean.

Severe Nut Allergies

We havestudents who have severe allergic reactions to nuts. If exposed to nuts, their reaction may pl
them in a lifethreatening situation. In providing as safe an environment as possible, we encourage o
students to try and not bring nuts or nut oil based products to school. We are asking that students as
us in reducing the risk by washing their hands thoroughly with soap and water frequently, but particular
after eating. Your assistance in limitinghese products being brought into the school is appreciated. We would
also ask parents/guardians to inform the school if their child(ren) have any life threatening allergies so that we
may better protect your c¢hil doffeead(380)D232240t h . Pl eas

Homework and the School Website

Student homework is posted on the school websiteww.gibbonsschool.caCl i ck on O0Assi gnmentsé

appropriate class teaoh r . The site is updated daily to keep you in
website you will find information on school policies, current calendars, forms, have access to teacher email addressesjrahd
a link to the PowerSchoolParent Portal.

PowerSchool Parent Portal

The Parent Portal lets parents (and students) accéfssir marks and attendance. When teachers ente
marks into their PowerSchool Gradebook, the marks automatically show up in tiearent Portal. This
provides an excellent way to follow a student
concernsthehave about their childds progress. Any
Portal, please contact MrsUchacz at the school office (780) 923240 or drop by for a oneon-one session.

eWho wants to Lear n medaoayi@ e chh t

Did you know that there is now an official wordfor the act of merging two different pieces of information or media into a
new product ? It is called a omashupdé and is a new cr e



http://www.gibbonsschool.ca/
http://bcedmashup.wetpaint.com/page/Video+Mashup+Examples
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---4{nformation You Need to Know ----

Welcome to our new staff

We wel come Ms. Gai | Anderson from Australi a! Ms . Ander
wish Miss Austin the best of luck in Australia!

Grizzly Gear

Show your school pride! Grizzly Gear is now in stock ad available for purchase! Please stop by the school office for sizing
We carry the following items:

Mends and Ladie.s..Tr.a8M MADRIRIGEXL S.....cocciiiiiiiiiie e $50.00 each
Mends and Ladi.e.s..Tr.al XSMBIEDLRG ...cccccooeeiiiiiieiiiieeee e, $45.00 each
Mends and Ladi.es..Ho.0.8M BMBED, LRG ..ot e .$50.00 each
Youth HOOQIES......ccvveiiiiiiciiecce e MED, LRG ...iiiiiiiiie et e e $50.00 each
Mends andShita.d.i..e.s.....T...... SM, MED, LRG ..o e .$15.00 each
YOUth T-ShirtS .....ccooviiiieiiiiieee e MED, LRG ...iiiiiiiiie et e e $15.00 each
Mends and L.adi.es..Sho8M MED, LRG ... e .$25.00 each
YOUth SNOMS....ccviiiiiiieciee e e MED, LRG ...iiiiiiiiie et e e $25.00 each

Bus Zones

Our school busses need safe access through the designated bus lane. Therefore, please do nc
off students in the bus lane between the hours of 8:00 am and 9:00 am or between 3:00 pm anc
pm. During these times students may be dropped off or picked up, curbside on 51st Avenue.

Do You Need Change?

If students need change for the vending machines, please be aware that the office does carry change, but for $5.00 bill ¢
We do not have sufficient cash to provide change for larger bills. Alsplease note that prices for vending machine items a
$1.00, $1.25, or $2.00. Please ensure that you have proper coins, as change is normally given in even dollar amounts.

Subway Night

Subway Night is back again! frting Wednesday, January 28 and every 2¢ Wednesday following, 20% of all sales from
4:00 pmd 8:00 pm will go towards funding school activities. So tell your friends, neighbors, and relatives to come out and
support your school! Dates for the remaiter of the year will be as follows:

February 8" February 22¢
March 7" March 21

th 1 th
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- READERS

How Families Can Help Children Become Better Readers

) . - hdiondeshsayaredive
TisVal e By, adddoyaeBpodary | wanttobuidyourc h i intetedis

Throughouthistory, peoplenavewritten poemsto showtheir sodflstudie's’?l'ryh hi-storicalﬁction.
love. With your child, pretendy o uliding gearsagoandwite Look for storiesthat:

acinquaind acdlassicstyleof poemthathasfive non-rhyming * Resatthetime

lines. Thistypeof poemtracests roots : perlod_accurately. é

all theway backto medievalFrance! : * Aesetin real ;
He r hevitswite acinquain: = : : places. g

* Ferthefirt lirg wite anounthat ‘ ; : ; ¢ Teahfacts. e

describeghetopic of your poem. * Irducehelpful
¢ Fatresaodlirg wite two pictures. =
adjectiveghat describechetopic * Ar efanfétdhed.

of your poem. ¢ Addmisconceptionaboutthepast.
¢ Fathethirdlirg write three g Sura C. Newquist,ii T e a €adtthroughhistori-
actionverb&ndingn A-1in £ calf i c tEduatiorMarld, www.educationworld.
that describeyour topic. - . conm/a_books/books002.shtml.
¢ Farthefaurthling wite ashortphraseéhat describesour topic. ;  \
¢ Ferthefird lime wite anounthatis asynonynfor or another : ] ]
way to describehetopic of your poem. Saetreloewthwittenheats
He r ameéxanpleofaVa | e nDayithenedirsquain: ; This month.write each
hearts i | family me mb eamebrs
_ sweetcolorful ; aheartcut out of paper.
shanng,cm_nchlng,ggglng : Now haveeveryone
a box of tiny loveletters write onenicething
) _candy L _ i | abouteveryoneslse.fi |
For moresamplecinquainsyisit www.readwritethink. org/files/ : love whenyou readto
resources/lesson_images/lesson43/RWT016-1.PDF yours i s fi kevewhetiyou
Su@Efi Val e Da yReadingRacketsywwyreadingrockets.org/calendar/ helpmewith h o me wBosttheseo
valentine. : notesnhereeveryonecanseethem.

Treefadasios naivetiontoreed \_— Gadicagaiaseannae

2 Gde Kds aremrenntivatedAhentheypid(V\hattO ',\/\, Eachlargebranchcan

vou wantyour child to spendreetime readingbut 5 uthtadrg eenieirgesa

y 0 undtsueshowto motivateher. Researcish Somethingassimpleasa pic-

certainfactorsmakeadifference: : ® tureof atreecanhelpkids

1 @icae | tingpartantfor kidsto feel goodaboutt : organizenhattheyread
themselveandreading Talk with your child aboutl’;er : Y on paper This boosts
readingsuccesse/entionwhy readings important. ~ 5 readingcomprehension.

read Takeregulartripsto thelibrary, andvisit several : represenpart of thestory
sectiongsuchasfiction, nonfiction andmasg_aZJlﬂeS);:i (suchasthemain character,

3 Irtaadian Model goodreadingskills t?yreadlngﬁlolé : plot andsetting).Smallerb r an c h e <
tOYOUfCh“d-ASOGHCOUragdlSCUSS'OWbOUtbOO n i whichgrowfromthebigb r anch es
your family. ; would leaveroomfor details.Ask

inak, i a Nbtivatian: Whatthe Research : yourc h i téachéoslook onlinefor
%éﬁm&ﬂim%ﬁgﬁmo@mmmm : suggestionsef othertypesof graphic

organizerstoo.

Follow us on Twitter @BuildingReaders « Copyright © 2012, The Parent Institute®, www.parent-institute.com
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Show your child that books aren’t horing

If your child received a book for his birthday, how would he feel?
a) Thrilled.
b) A little disappointed.
¢) Insulted.
If you chose b or ¢, you may have a reluctant
reader. But there’s still hope he’ll enjoy that
birthday book—and other reading materials.
For example, you might:
¢ Read aloud. Depending on your child, you
might read the entire book aloud, take turns
reading aloud, or read the first page aloud and see
if it prompts him to read the rest.
¢ See movies. Many books have movie versions. Encourage your
child to read the book first, either independently or with you.
Then enjoy seeing the film together.
¢ Choose carefully. Look for “high-interest” books that aren’t
intimidating or difficult to read. Ask a librarian for help.

Source: “Reclaiming Reluctant Readers,” Work, Play, Read, www.workplayread.
com/2011/09/reclaiming-reluctant-readers.html.

/ Science and reading soar high together \_

If your child likes science, encouraging her to read may be as easy
as checking out books from the library. Try materials about:
¢ Experiments. The librarian
can help you find books
packed with science projects
for kids. Janice VanCleave’s
Science Around the Year is a
great example. —
¢ Famous scientists. Perhaps
your child has heard of
Albert Einstein or George
Washington Carver and
wants to learn more. Or
maybe she’d like to study
someone new to her.

Getty Images

* Irresistible topics. Does
your child love animals?
Plants? Rocks? Space?
Oceanography? There are
countless scientific topics to
research!

Speeches require positive feedback

A student’s first public-

speaking experience f \
can be scary! When 2/
your child practices ’\

an oral report at home, a
keep your responses positive

and helpful. For example, “I can

hear you well. That’s great! Now let’s
pretend I'm all the way in the back of
the classroom. Let’s make sure [ can
hear you from over here.”

. My child has trouble reading. Will his reading struggles
hurt his comprehension?

I A: When kids struggle to read, sometimes they’re so
m" busy figuring out words that they don’t absorb

> '\ information. Work with the teacher to increase

your child’s fluency (ease of reading). As this

improves, so will comprehension. Meanwhile, use additional

strategies to boost understanding. For example, talk about mate-

rial before, during and after reading it. What will it be about?

What is your child learning from it? What made it interesting?

Do you have a question about reading? Email readingadvisor@parent-institute.com.

Follow us on Twitter @BuildingReaders * Copyright © 2012, The Parent Institute®, www.parent-institute.com

For lower elementary readers:

e Marshall Armstrong
Is New to Our School
by David Mackintosh
(Abrams). Marshall
Armstrong proves that
being new and different
is okay.

e The One and Only Stuey Lewis by
Jane Schoenberg (Farrar, Straus and
Giroux). Stuey Lewis has plenty of
problems, including difficulty with
reading. But that won't stop him
from surviving second grade.

For upper elementary readers:

e Every Day on Earth by Steve Murrie
and Matthew Murrie (Scholastic).
What amazing things happen every
day on Earth? This book provides
fascinating details, such as how
much air a person inhales each day.

e The Case of the Rock ‘N’ Roll Dog
by Martha Freeman (Holiday House).
Items are disappearing around
Cammie and Tessa’s home—which
is the White House, by the way. Will
they be able to crack the case?

Building Readers®
How Families Can Help Children Become Better Readers
Publisher: John H. Wherry, Ed.D.
Editor: Jennifer McGovern.
Writer: Susan O’Brien.

Copyright © 2012, The Parent Institute® (a division of NIS, Inc.)
P.0. Box 7474, Fairfax Station, VA 22039-7474
1-800-756-5525, ISSN:1533-3302
www.parent-institute.com

X02564366
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-------Parent Council 2011201 2--------

The School Courtil representatives for 201-2012 are as follows:

C‘) N e V e r d O l Daryl Krelger ... e Trustee
group Of thoughtful PatriCia COXEN.......cvveeeeeereeeeeeeeeee e Principal

. Helen LawrencCe..........ccooevivieiieiiiiies e Chairperson
m I nded peop |e Can Rebecca McBain..........cccocviiiiiiciis e Vice Chairperson
Change the World’ JEN KODZA .....ccuioeiieeeeeeeeee e Secretary
Indeed |t |S the On |y S-uzanne HedStrom......cccooviiiiieeciiieeces e Grade 5 Representétlve
. Bianca Van der Shaaf...........cccccoevviiieeeiii e, Grade 6 Representive

t h | n g t h a 1 Samantha ANAreWS.........coooiiiiiiieeiiiies e Grade 7 Representative
Sandy RUDIS ... Grade 8 Representative
Joanna AntoNiUK...........ceeveiiieeeeiiiiiii e Grade 9 Representative

- M arg aret M ead e~ Jason StrONCISKi......c.cveiiviiiiiiiiiiies e Staff Representative
Tammy Ranta........ccccoooviiiiiiiiies e Community Representative
AMDBEr HAITIS ...vviiiiiiiiiiieccee e e Community Representative
Sherida Allison GRAMPS Representative
SandieWelSh ..........veeeeiiiii e Chairperson, PAC
KeVIN RANTAL...ccciiiiiiiiieeeieee s e Vice Chairperson, PAC
POSIition Vacant...........eeeeeeiieiieieeeee e Secretary, PAC
NIKKI SMyth ..o Treasurer, PAC

The next School Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 27, 2012 @
8:00 pm in the staff room. All parents are welcome to attend!

-

*If you are interested in volunteering for this position, please contact the school @
(780) 9232240.

------—--6.R.AM.P.S. 2011-2012--------

GIBBONS REGISTERED ASSOCIATION of MUSIC PARENTS

Chairperson: Sherida Allison

Vice Chairperson:Sandie Welsh

Treasurer: Lisa Langille

Secretary: Angela Turgeon

Fundraising Organizer: Heather AndersonDunn

Upcoming Events to mark in your calendar:

February 2F'& 22™: Band Campt
March 21%% Battle of the Bands
TBA: St. Albert Rotary Music Festival
May 3™: Sturgeon Night of Music and Fine Arts
May 31%% Spring Concert
TBA: Band Trip
*PARENTS NEEDED! In order for the school to attend the camp, we need one more female chaperone and one more male chaperor
Without parental chaperones, the bandannot attend the camp. Please contact Mr. Stronciski at the school as soon as possfhylou are
available to attend. You will need a criminal background check, which may take a month to process.

The next GRAMPS meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 27, 2012 @ 6:00 pm, in the staffoom.
ALL PARENTS OF BAND STUDENTS ARE WELCOME TO  ATTEND!
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---Keys to Success Award Winners-

The OKeySuccessd6 Award has been created to a
improve their learning, improve the lives of others around them, or by demonstrating leadership or
spirit! This award is given monthly, and award winners are present@dth a certificate with reason
for the award and a small treat. Photos of the award winners are also placed on one of two bulleti
boards in the school for the month. Beginning this month, we will be presenting along with this
award, o0The Awnddidte Aonfartdhe Mhi s award consi s
given to one student drawn from our monthly citizenship awards, for being an outstanding citizen
within our school. Thank you to Ms. Anderson for bringing this award with her from Augalia!

Congratulations to the following students who received aaward for the month of January

~Elementary~

Ben James Kennedy Morlock Arielle Fedechko
Dylan Thimer Dorian Hurlburt Jase Timmer
Chloe Deck Josh Webb Alec Moses

Mrs. Soetaert Mrs. Pelletier

~Junior High~

Logan Crowe Kayla Mason Danielle Langille
Tanner Stefanik Garnet Harwood-Lynn Miranda Rubin
Dalton Zendran Makayla Chimko Brennan Dery
Nicolette Graham Makala Booth Bryce Grozli
Corbin McCormack Erica Sabourin Brandon Kampff
Sam Loren Mrs. Baker Mrs. Larson

~0 Aussi e o fDoriarmHurlbite nt h 6 :

*citizenship * leadership* spirit *
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Cycl ebetes

Gibbons School campaign to raise awareness for Juvenile Diabetes Rede&oundation continued
with our O6Cyclebetest f u"mudremédsvithraCycle @ff on 3ahuary 25e
For a loonie, students and teachers rode in teams and challenged each other to pedal harder
faster! We cycled a total of 840minutes! Way to go, Gibbons School! Thank you to Flaman Fitness
for their donation of the stationary bikes. Please mark your calendars for Sunday, Juné fér the

Annual Telus JDRF Walk at the Garrison.

g.m Wednesday, February 29, 2012

On February 29, Glbbons staff and students will once again be wearing pindshirts to symbolize our
support of anttbullying initiatives. The idea originatel in 2007 with two Nova Scotia high school
students who distributed pink shirts to fellow students to show support for a new student who had be
harassed for wearing a pink shirt to school. This event will be organized and promoted by Gibbons
elementaryWITS LEADS students, along with junior high leadership students. Shirts will be available
for purchase at the Gibbons School office for $5.00 a week prior to the event.

8
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---mmmmmm-———--SpOrting News--------------
Elementary Athletic Club

Elementary Athletic Club (EAC) is in full swing! Elementary students are invited to come out every
Tuesday dter school to participate in adrop-in sports activity. We will go until the end of May from
3:15 pm-4:30 pm, in the small gym. Students are encouraged to wear proper gym attire.

Marmot/WEM Waterpark

As part of the Physical Education Program, Gibbons School is offering Junior High And Elementary
Students an opportunity to take part in one of two activities. The two choices are:

1. Marmot Basin Ski Trip (one day, no overnight)
OR
2. West Edmonton Mall Waterpark

This day is a mandatory school day so students W need to choose one activity, or are expected to
attend school for regular classes.

Information about this fieldtrip to be sent home with students soon.

Basketball 2012

On January 20th, the Gibbons Junior and Senior basketball teams travelled to the Go Centre in
Edmonton to take in some University of Alberta Golden Bears and Pandas basketball. Ranked 5th in
of Canadian University womends basketball , -3% h
and then the 7th ranked Golden Bears men defeated Thompson Rivers mer687 Reduced cost tickets
were made available through the Global Kids in the Crowd pgram. It was a fun teardbuilding event
and students had a great time cheering on the Pandas and Bears.

Congratulations to the Senior Girls and Senior Boys Basketball teams! They participated in the Barrhe
Composite Sr. Jaguar Basketball Tournament oraduary 21st. The boys placed®overall, and brought
home the gold medal! Our girls played well and placed"4 Way to go, Grizzlies! Our junior teams will
both play in the same tournament on January 28 Best of luck to both teams! Mark your calears for
February 17"-18" and February 2% when Gibbons hosts its Invitational Basketball Tournament.

DO PDPDOD
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--------------- School Store---------------

The school store iopen!
It is open from 1:001:15 and students may purchase a healthy snack, lun
or drink item delivered fresh every week from Morinville Sobeys.

The prices are as follows:

MINEMEAIS......en i et e $3.00
4= W o (=] v =] IR $2.50
Garlic cheese dippers.........cvv v e, $3.0C
INAiVidUAl PIZZA ....ovenieiieie e e $3.00
MiINi SAlad.........ooiiii e e e $3.0C
MINTFIUIEEFAY o e e $3.0C
Marble Cheese StriNg.........ovieiieiiiiieiiiiee e e, $0.5C
Campbeldbs Soups (st ar.t.i.n.g...i.n..NEB0C
Chocolate MilK ... e e, $1.0C
GalOrAE... ..o e $2.5C
0] o oT0] 1 o TS PR $1.0C

(Please note that items in stock may sell out by migleek.)
Thank you for your support
-Gibbons Schootl
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February 2012

FEBRUARY 2012

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI
M/W/F-Day 2
T/Th-Day 1 L , - j 4
Elementary Ski ~ Basketball, Hot Lunch
Lessons Lilian Schick @
Challenge 1&2  Gibbons
Fieldtrip Blocks:
56,1423
5 b / § 9 10 11
M/W/F-Day 1 Basketball, Early Dismissal @ Teacher's Teacher's
T/Th-Day 2 Gibbons @ 1217 pm Convention Convention
Guthrie Subway Night ~ No School No School
Blocks:
123456
Elementary
Athletic Club
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
M/W/F-Day 2 Lockdown Elementary Elementary Ski ~ Hon. Jeff Senior Basketball ' Senior Basketball
T/Th-Day 1 Practice @ Athletic Club ~ Lessons dofnson, MLA- Toymament ~ Tournament
oo v .
o Gibbons School,...
Gibbons
)
Blocks: 1,2,3,4,5,6 ou’ we re All About
[]
Kids!
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
M/W/F-Day 1 Family Day Band Camp Band Camp Junior Basketball .
T/Th-Day 2 No School Elementary Subway Night Tournament Gibbons School
Athletic Club Box 840

Gibbons, AB., TOA INO

26 27 28 29

M/W/F-Day 2 GRAMPS Meeting Basketball Anti-Bullying Pink
T/Th-Day 1 @6pm Legal @ Gibbons  Shirt Day

Parent Meeting @ Blocks:

Tpm 2,354,6,1

Parent Council  Elementary

Meeting @ 8 pm  Athletic Club

11

780-923-2240
780-923-3093
Website:
gibbonsschool.ca

Phone:
Fax:
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March 2012

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI
M/W/F-Day 2
T/Th-Day 1 : g J )
areer Day Basketball Finals
Pep Rally, Block4 @ SCHS
Basketball Finals
@SCHS
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
M/W/F-Day 2 PDDay Term 3Begins  Subway Night ~ 2nd Report Card ~ Fieldtrip;
T/Th-Day 1 No Schoal Elementary Issued WEM Waterpark
Athletic Club or Ski Trip @
Marmot Basin,
Jasper
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
M/W/F-Day 1 HotLunch Grade 9 Tour @  Early Dismissal @ Parent/Teacher  Academic Awards
T/Th-Day 2 SCHS 1247 pm Interviews Assembly @
Parent/Teacher 3:30pm-6:30pm 11am
Interviews
5pm-8 pm
Basketball All-Star
Game @ SCHS
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
M/W/F-Day 2 GRAMPS Meeting Pizza Lunch for Battle of the Last Day of No School Spring Break
T/Th-Day 1  @6pm Academic Winners  Bands Classes before Begins
Parent Coungil ~ Bke HemeLSafely gy Night — Spring Break
Meeting @ 7 pm E:ZZ";‘,’;%’1,3U Travel Group
om goes to New York
Elementary Athletic
Club
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

12

FEBRUARY 2012

Gibbons School,...
..., We're All About
Kids!

Gibbons School
Box 840
Gibbons, AB., TOA INO

780-923-2240
780-923-3093
Website:
gibbonsschool.ca

Phone:
Fax:



Before and After School Care @ The Landing Pad

Are you looking for care for your 5 -12 year old child(ren)?
Join us at the Landing Pad in Gibbons School.

We are open Monday to Friday, 6:30 am 6:30 pm.
PD Days and Early Dismissal Days are included.

For more information, please contact Kelly Taylor at the Town ofGibbons, (780) 9233331.

- Public Skating @ Gibbons Arena

Sundays 12:45 pm2:15 pm
Mondays 3:30 pm-4:45 pm
Fridays 3:30 pm-4:45 pm
*New This Year**

Early Out Wednesdays 1:00 pm-2:30 pm

All skaters under 18 MUST wear a CSA approved hockey/ski helmet.

Over 18 years, helmets recommended.

Gibbons Outdooor Minor Soccer

Registration 2012
February 22 " & March7 ™
Gibbons Community Hall
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Please bring Alberta Health Care card and 2 cheques

(registration fee & jersey deposit)
NO late registrations will be accepted after March 7 th,

VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!

0OThe Shac
~Gibbons Youth Centre~

Drop in and enjoy fun activities, music, games and
events!

500206 51 Avenue, Gibbons
For youth ages 15 18

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays

Scouts Canada

1% Gibbons Cub Scouts will be having their Annual
Pancake Brunch and Silent Auction on March 18to
raise funds for a 2 day Aboriginal camping trip. We
are in need of items to auction, food for the brunchor
money for costs incurred. A thank you will be place in
the local paper listing all of our donorsPlease contact

Jeanette Rubin @ 78®23-2516.




