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Upcoming Events: 

February 1 Elementary Ski Lessons @ Snow Valley 

 Challenge 1 & 2, Fieldtrip 

February 2 Basketball, Lilian Schick @ Gibbons 

February 3 ôSubwayõ Hot Lunch 

February 7 Basketball, Gibbons @ Guthrie 

February 8 Early Dismissal @ 12:17 pm 

February 9 & 10 Teacherõs Convention, No School 

February 13 Lockdown Practice @ 10:00 am 

February 14 Valentineõs Day 

February 15  Elementary Ski Lessons @ Snow Valley 

February 16 Hon. Jeff Johnson, MLA Visit @ 1:00 pm 

 Basketball, Camilla @ Gibbons 

February 17 & 18 Senior Basketball Tournament 

February 20 Family Day, No School 

February 21 & 22 Band Camp 

February 25 Junior Basketball Tournament  

February 27 GRAMPS Meeting @ 6:00 pm 

 Parent Meeting @ 7:00 pm (see note below) 

 Parent Council Meeting @ 8:00 pm 

February 28 Basketball, Legal @ Gibbons 

February 29 Anti -Bullying ôPink Shirtõ Day  

Save this date:  Monday, February 27th @ 7 pm 

 

We are hosting an important parent meeting to talk about our upcoming grade six 
one-to-one laptop project that starts September 1, 2012.  This meeting is really 

important for current grade five parents, but is open to all parents.  Please come and 
get information on an exciting learning opportunity for our students! 

 

 

http://www.gibbonsschool.ca/
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----Information You Need to Know----  

Dress Code Policy 
Students at Gibbons School are expected to dress in accordance with the following general guidelines.  The major premise is 

that students are required to dress and conduct themselves in a manner that demonstrates respect and modesty and is 

appropriate for a school setting (ie. no profanity, no sexual messages, no drugs, etc.).  Students may wear hats or hoods in the 

hallways only during breaks.  Indoor shoes are encouraged to keep the school clean. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Homework and the School Website 
Student homework is posted on the school website, www.gibbonsschool.ca. Click on òAssignmentsó and then choose the 

appropriate class teacher.  The site is updated daily to keep you informed of your childõs homework.  Also, on our schoolõs 

website you will find information on school policies, current calendars, forms, have access to teacher email addresses, and find 

a link to the PowerSchool Parent Portal. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

    

 

éWho wants to Learn more about the Internet ~by Pete and Daryl @ 2Learn.ca~ 

Did you know that there is now an official word for the act of merging two different pieces of information or media into a 

new product?  It is called a òmashupó and is a new creative skill because of technology.  To see more information on this 

topic, you can go to http://bcedmashup.wetpaint.com/page/Video+Mashup+Examples . 

 

See you next month with more tips, tricks, and info. 

Pete and Daryl  

 

 

PowerSchool Parent Portal 
The Parent Portal lets parents (and students) access their marks and attendance.  When teachers enter 

marks into their PowerSchool Gradebook, the marks automatically show up in the Parent Portal.  This 

provides an excellent way to follow a studentõs progress and gives parents an opportunity to address any 

concerns they have about their childõs progress.  Any questions or concerns as to how to access Parent 

Portal, please contact Mrs. Uchacz at the school office (780) 923-2240 or drop by for a one-on-one session. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

  

Lunch Time  
A closed campus exists to assist the school in ensuring a safe and caring environment.  Students are not 

allowed off school premises unless a parent sends a note to have the student attend an appointment or be 

involved in a specific activity.  Should you have any questions or concerns regarding this policy, please 

contact Mrs. Patricia Coxen, Principal, or Mr. Joe Chapman, Vice Principal. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_ 

 

Severe Nut Allergies 
We have students who have severe allergic reactions to nuts.  If exposed to nuts, their reaction may place 

them in a life-threatening situation.  In providing as safe an environment as possible, we encourage our 

students to try and not bring nuts or nut oil based products to school.  We are asking that students assist 

us in reducing the risk by washing their hands thoroughly with soap and water frequently, but particularly 

after eating.  Your assistance in limiting these products being brought into the school is appreciated.  We would 

also ask parents/guardians to inform the school if their child(ren) have any life threatening allergies so that we 

may better protect your childrenõs health.  Please contact the school office at (780) 923-2240. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Scho----Information You Need to 

Know---- 
 

air was a great success.  We made a total of $2450.00.  $1140.00 of that money goes to our library for new books.  A big thank 

you to everyone who participated.  Grade 7 student, Deanna Thimer won the family event draw. She receives $25.00 worth of 

books for herself and $25.00 for her classroom.  The following students names were drawn for $15.00 worth of free books:  

Julie Allison, Taleah Henderson, Logan Raymond, and Celine Van der Schaaf.  Grade 5 student, Bailey Dickie won the 

Gummi Worm guess. Congratulations! 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________ 

 

    

 

http://www.gibbonsschool.ca/
http://bcedmashup.wetpaint.com/page/Video+Mashup+Examples
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----Information You Need to Know----  

Grizzly Gear 
Show your school pride!  Grizzly Gear is now in stock and available for purchase!  Please stop by the school office for sizing.  

We carry the following items: 

Menõs and Ladies Track Jackets ...................... SM, MED, LRG, XL  ................................ .......................... $50.00 each 

Menõs and Ladies Track Pants ......................... XS, SM, MED, LRG  ................................ ...........................  $45.00 each 

Menõs and Ladies Hoodies ..............................  SM, MED, LRG  ................................ ................................ . $50.00 each 

Youth Hoodies ................................ ................ MED, LRG  ................................ ................................ ......... $50.00 each 

Menõs and Ladies T-Shirts ...............................  SM, MED, LRG  ................................ ................................ . $15.00 each 

Youth T-Shirts ................................ ................ MED, LRG  ................................ ................................ ......... $15.00 each 

Menõs and Ladies Shorts ................................ . SM, MED, LRG  ................................ ................................ . $25.00 each 

Youth Shorts ................................ ................... MED, LRG  ................................ ................................ ......... $25.00 each 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new staff 
We welcome Ms. Gail Anderson from Australia!  Ms. Anderson will teach Miss Austinõs 501 class until the end of 2012. We 

wish Miss Austin the best of luck in Australia!  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Bus Zones 
Our school busses need safe access through the designated bus lane.  Therefore, please do not drop 

off students in the bus lane between the hours of 8:00 am and 9:00 am or between 3:00 pm and 4:00 

pm.  During these times students may be dropped off or picked up, curbside on 51st Avenue. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_

	
JDRF Blue Doughnut Day 
On December 8th, Gibbons School sold 144 ôblueõ doughnuts to raise funds towards Juvenile Di abetes Research Foundation.  
The sale of the doughnuts was a great success!  We raised a total of $166.67!  Way to go!  We will further our fund raising 

efforts in January with our cycle-thon.  Set your calendars for the annual JDRF Walk on June 10th, 2012 at the Garrison.  
M ore details to follow. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Do You Need Change? 
If students need change for the vending machines, please be aware that the office does carry change, but for $5.00 bill only.  

We do not have sufficient cash to provide change for larger bills.  Also, please note that prices for vending machine items are 

$1.00, $1.25, or $2.00.  Please ensure that you have proper coins, as change is normally given in even dollar amounts. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Subway Night 
Subway Night is back again!  Starting Wednesday, January 25th and every 2nd Wednesday following, 20% of all sales from 

4:00 pm ð 8:00 pm will go towards funding school activities.  So tell your friends, neighbors, and relatives to come out and 

support your school!  Dates for the remainder of the year will be as follows: 

February 8th February 22nd 

March 7th March 21st 

April 4 th  April 18 th 

May 2nd  May 16th 

May 30th 
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Fiction makes history come alive

Want to build your childôs interest in 

social studies? Try historical fiction. 

Look for stories that:

Present the time 

period accurately.

Are set in real 

places.

Teach facts.

Include helpful 

pictures.

Arenôt far fetched.

Avoid misconceptions about the past.

Source: C. Newquist, ñTeaching fact through histori-
cal fiction,ò Education World, www.educationworld.
com/a_books/books002.shtml.

This Valentineôs Day, celebrate love poetry
Throughout history, people have written poems to show their 

love. With your child, pretend youôre living years ago and write 

a cinquainða classic style of poem that has five non-rhyming 

lines. This type of poem traces its roots 

all the way back to medieval France!

 Hereôs how to write a cinquain:

For the first line, write a noun that 

describes the topic of your poem.

For the second line, write two 

adjectives that describe the topic 

of your poem.

For the third line, write three 

action verbs ending in ñ-ingò 

that describe your topic.

For the fourth line, write a short phrase that describes your topic.

For the final line, write a noun that is a synonym for or another 

way to describe the topic of your poem. 

Hereôs an example of a Valentineôs Day-themed cinquain:

hearts

sweet, colorful

sharing, crunching, giggling

a box of tiny love letters

candy

For more sample cinquains, visit www.readwritethink.org/files/

resources/lesson_images/lesson43/RWT016-1.PDF. 

Source: ñValentineôs Day,ò Reading Rockets, www.readingrockets.org/calendar/
valentine.

You want your child to spend free time reading, but  

youôre not sure how to motivate her. Research shows  

certain factors make a difference:

1. Confidence. Itôs important for kids to feel good about 

themselves and reading. Talk with your child about her 

reading successes. Mention why reading is important.

2. Choice. Kids are more motivated when they pick what to 

read. Take regular trips to the library, and visit several 

sections (such as fiction, nonfiction and magazines).

3. Interaction. Model good reading skills by reading aloud 

to your child. Also encourage discussion about books in 

your family. 

Source: L. Gambrell and B. Marinak, ñReading Motivation: What the Research 

Says,ò Reading Rockets, www.readingrockets.org/article/29624/.

Elementary School

Three factors boost motivation to read Graphic organizers can make 
understanding, remembering easier

Something as simple as a pic-

ture of a tree can help kids 

organize what they read 

on paper. This boosts 

reading comprehension. 

Each large branch can 

represent part of the story 

(such as the main character, 

plot and setting). Smaller branchesð

which grow from the big branchesð

would leave room for details. Ask  

your childôs teacher or look online for 

suggestions of other types of graphic 

organizers, too. 

Share the love with written hearts

This month, write each 

family memberôs name on 

a heart cut out of paper. 

Now have everyone 

write one nice thing 

about everyone else. ñI 

love when you read to 

your sister.ò ñI love when you 

help me with homework.ò Post these 

notes where everyone can see them. 

È

Gibbons School
Sturgeon School Division
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--------Parent Council 2011-2012-------- 
The School Council representatives for 2011-2012 are as follows: 

Daryl Kreiger ................................ ......................... Trustee 

Patricia Coxen ................................ ....................... Principal 

Helen Lawrence ................................ ..................... Chairperson 

Rebecca McBain ................................ .................... Vice Chairperson 

Jen Kobza ................................ ..............................  Secretary 

Suzanne Hedstrom ................................ ................. Grade 5 Representative 

Bianca Van der Schaaf ................................ ............ Grade 6 Representative 

Samantha Andrews ................................ ................ Grade 7 Representative 

Sandy Rubis ................................ ...........................  Grade 8 Representative 

Joanna Antoniuk ................................ .................... Grade 9 Representative 

Jason Stronciski ................................ ..................... Staff Representative 

Tammy Ranta ................................ ........................ Community Representative 

Amber Harris ................................ ......................... Community Representative 

Sherida Allison................................ ....................... GRAMPS Representative 

Sandie Welsh ................................ ......................... Chairperson, PAC 

Kevin Ranta ................................ ...........................  Vice Chairperson, PAC 

Position Vacant ................................ ...................... Secretary, PAC 

Nikki Smyth  ................................ ...........................  Treasurer, PAC 

The next School Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 27, 2012 @    

8:00 pm in the staff room.  All parents are welcome to attend! 

*If you are interested in volunteering for this position, please contact the school @                 
(780) 923-2240. 

 

 ---------G.R.A.M.P.S. 2011-2012--------- 
GIBBONS REGISTERED ASSOCIATION of MUSIC PARENTS  

Chairperson:  Sherida Allison 

Vice Chairperson: Sandie Welsh 

Treasurer:  Lisa Langille 

Secretary:  Angela Turgeon 

Fundraising Organizer:  Heather Anderson-Dunn 

 
Upcoming Events to mark in your calendar:   

February 21st & 22nd:  Band Camp* 

March 21st:  Battle of the Bands 
TBA:  St. Albert Rotary Music Festival 

May 3rd:  Sturgeon Night of Music and Fine Arts 
May 31st:  Spring Concert 

TBA:  Band Trip  
*PARENTS NEEDED!  In order for the school to attend the camp, we need one more female chaperone and one more male chaperone.  

Without parental chaperones, the band cannot attend the camp.  Please contact Mr. Stronciski at the school as soon as possible if you are 

available to attend.  You will need a criminal background check, which may take a month to process.  

 

The next GRAMPS meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 27, 2012 @ 6:00 pm, in the staff room. 

ALL PARENTS OF BAND STUDENTS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND!  

 

 
 

òNever doubt that a 
group of thoughtful 

minded people can 
change the world, 

indeed it is the only 

thing that ever hasó 
 

~Margaret Meade~ 
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----Keys to Success Award Winners--- 

Congratulations to the following students who received an award for the month of January: 

 
~Elementary~ 
 

Ben James Kennedy Morlock Arielle Fedechko 
Dylan Thimer Dorian Hurlburt  Jase Timmer 

Chloe Deck Josh Webb Alec Moses 
Mrs. Soetaert Mrs. Pelletier 

  
 
~Junior High~  

 
Logan Crowe Kayla Mason Danielle Langille 

Tanner Stefanik Garnet Harwood-Lynn Miranda Rubin 
Dalton Zendran Makayla Chimko Brennan Dery 

Nicolette Graham Makala Booth Bryce Grozli 
Corbin McCormack Erica Sabourin  Brandon Kampff 
Sam Loren Mrs. Baker Mrs. Larson  

 
 

~òAussie of the Monthó:  Dorian Hurlburt~ 

*citizenship * leadership * spirit * 
___ 

¶  

The òKeys To Successó Award has been created to acknowledge the things students and staff do to 
improve their learning, improve the lives of others around them, or by demonstrating leadership or 
spirit!  This award is given monthly, and award winners are presented with a certificate with reason 

for the award and a small treat.  Photos of the award winners are also placed on one of two bulletin 
boards in the school for the month.  Beginning this month, we will be presenting along with this 

award, òThe Aussie of the Monthó Award.  This award consists of a certificate and pin, and will be 
given to one student drawn from our monthly citizenship awards, for being an outstanding citizen 

within our school.  Thank you to Ms. Anderson for bringing this award with her from Australia! 
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ôCyclebetesõ 
 

Gibbons School campaign to raise awareness for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation continued 
with our ôCyclebetesõ fundraiser that started January 19th and ended with a Cycle Off on January 25th.  

For a loonie, students and teachers rode in teams and challenged each other to pedal harder and 

faster!  We cycled a total of 840 minutes! Way to go, Gibbons School!  Thank you to Flaman Fitness 
for their donation of the stationary bikes.  Please mark your calendars for Sunday, June 10th for the 

Annual Telus JDRF Walk at the Garrison.   
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 
 

On February 29th, Gibbons staff and students will once again be wearing pink t-shirts to symbolize our 
support of anti-bullying initiatives.  The idea originated in 2007 with two Nova Scotia high school 

students who distributed pink shirts to fellow students to show support for a new student who had been 
harassed for wearing a pink shirt to school.  This event will be organized and promoted by Gibbons 
elementary WITS LEADS students, along with junior high leadership students. Shirts will be available 

for purchase at the Gibbons School office for $5.00 a week prior to the event. 
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Elementary Athletic Club 
Elementary Athletic Club (EAC) is in full swing!  Elementary students are invited to come out every 

Tuesday after school to participate in a drop-in sports activity.  We will go until the end of May from 
3:15 pm - 4:30 pm, in the small gym.  Students are encouraged to wear proper gym attire. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Marmot/WEM Waterpark  
As part of the Physical Education Program, Gibbons School is offering Junior High And Elementary 

Students an opportunity to take part in one of two activities.  The two choices are: 

1.  Marmot Basin Ski Trip (one day, no overnight) 

OR 

2.  West Edmonton Mall Waterpark 

This day is a mandatory school day so students will need to choose one activity, or are expected to 

attend school for regular classes. 

Information about this fieldtrip to be sent home with students soon. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Basketball 2012 
On January 20th, the Gibbons Junior and Senior basketball teams travelled to the Go Centre in 

Edmonton to take in some University of Alberta Golden Bears and Pandas basketball.  Ranked 5th in all 

of Canadian University womenõs basketball, the Pandas defeated Thompson Rivers ( Kamloops) 74-39 
and then the 7th ranked Golden Bears men defeated Thompson Rivers men 77-69.  Reduced cost tickets 

were made available through the Global Kids in the Crowd program.  It was a fun team-building event 
and students had a great time cheering on the Pandas and Bears. 

 

Congratulations to the Senior Girls and Senior Boys Basketball teams! They participated in the Barrhead 

Composite Sr. Jaguar Basketball Tournament on January 21st.  The boys placed 1st overall, and brought 

home the gold medal!  Our girls played well and placed 4th.  Way to go, Grizzlies!  Our junior teams will 
both play in the same tournament on January 28th.  Best of luck to both teams!  Mark your calendars for 

February 17th-18th and February 25th when Gibbons hosts its Invitational Basketball Tournament. 

 

 
 

 

 

-----------------Sporting News---------------- 
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----------------School Store---------------- 
 

The school store is open!  

It is open from 1:00-1:15 and students may purchase a healthy snack, lunch 

or drink item delivered fresh every week from Morinville Sobeys. 

 
 

The prices are as follows: 

 

 

Mini meals ................................ ................................ .............. $3.00 

Pizza pretzel ................................ ................................ ........... $2.50 

Garlic cheese dippers ................................ ...............................  $3.00 

Individual pizza ................................ ................................ ...... $3.00  

Mini salad ................................ ................................ ............... $3.00 

Mini fruit tray  ................................ ................................ ......... $3.00 

Marble Cheese String ................................ ..............................  $0.50 

Campbellõs Soups (starting in November)................................ . $3.00 

Chocolate Milk ................................ ................................ ....... $1.00 

Gatorade ................................ ................................ ................. $2.50 

Popcorn ................................ ................................ .................. $1.00 
 

 
(Please note that items in stock may sell out by mid-week.) 

Thank you for your support! 

-Gibbons School- 
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Before and After School Care @ The Landing Pad 
 

Are you looking for care for your 5  -12 year old child(ren)?   
Join us at the Landing Pad in Gibbons School.   

 
We are open Monday to Friday, 6:30 am - 6:30 pm.   
PD Days and Early Dismissal Days are included. 

 
For more information, please contact Kelly Taylor at the Town of Gibbons, (780) 923-3331. 

 

òThe Shackó 
~Gibbons Youth Centre~ 

 
Drop in and enjoy fun activities, music, games and 

events! 
 

5002 ð 51 Avenue, Gibbons 
 

For youth ages 12 ð 18 

 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays  

 

 
  
 

 

-------------Community Events------------- 

- Public Skating @ Gibbons Arena -  

 
Sundays 12:45 pm-2:15 pm 
Mondays 3:30 pm-4:45 pm 
Fridays 3:30 pm-4:45 pm 

**New This Year** 
Early Out Wednesdays 1:00 pm-2:30 pm 

 
All skaters under 18 MUST wear a CSA approved hockey/ski helmet.  

Over 18 years, helmets recommended. 

 
 

 

Gibbons Outdooor Minor Soccer  

 
 

Registration 2012  
February 22 nd  & March 7 th  
Gibbons Community Hall  

7:00 pm - 9:00 pm  
Please bring Alberta Health Care card and 2 cheques 

(registration fee & jersey deposit) . 

NO late registrations will be accepted after March 7 th . 

VOLUNTEERS STILL NEEDED!  

 

Scouts Canada  
1st Gibbons Cub Scouts will be having their Annual 

Pancake Brunch and Silent Auction on March 18th to 

raise funds for a 2 day Aboriginal camping trip.  We 
are in need of items to auction, food for the brunch, or 

money for costs incurred.  A thank you will be place in 

the local paper listing all of our donors. Please contact 
Jeanette Rubin @ 780-923-2516. 

 

 

 


